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(57) ABSTRACT

The solution of the problem to be solved is the provision of a
means for determining timing both accurately and securely at
which a treatment is shifted from gripping and coagulation
(hemostasis or sealing) to resection by using a multifunc-
tional treatment tool capable of exfoliation, gripping, coagu-
lation (hemostasis or sealing) and resection of the treated
region in a bipolar microwave treatment tool. A microwave
surgical device control method and a device, in which the
completion of coagulation (hemostasis or sealing) of tissue is
detected and a microwave oscillation output is controlled by
making use of the change in the direct current electric resis-
tance value due to the reduction in the amount of water as the
temperature rise of the tissue at the time of heating and coagu-
lation of the tissue in the treated region with microwaves.

3 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets
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1
MICROWAVE SURGICAL DEVICE

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a microwave surgical
device control method comprising the step of detecting the
completion of coagulation (evaporation and desiccation of
the tissue), hemostasis or tissue sealing and controlling a
microwave (high-frequency wave) oscillation output when
the tissue in a treated region is heated and coagulated with
microwaves. Further, the present invention relates to a micro-
wave surgical device that has a function to detect the comple-
tion of enough coagulation (hemostasis or sealing) and a
function to control a microwave oscillation output and which
performs hemostasis, coagulation, sealing, incision, and etc.,
by coagulating body tissue in the vicinity of the electrode
through microwave irradiation from the surgical electrode.

The present application claims priority from Japanese
Patent Application Number 2007-083136, the content of
which is incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND ART

Conventionally, a microwave surgical device of this type is
formed by connecting a mono-polar surgical electrode in the
shape of a needle to the main device via a coaxial cable, in
such a manner that the surgical electrode can be exchanged
with another freely, as described in JP 01-20619 B (A61B
17/39), JP 01-20617 B (A61B 17/36), etc.

When the surgical electrode is inserted into body tissue, a
microwave generator of the main device is operated and
microwaves (2,450 MHz) are supplied to the surgical elec-
trode. Then, the inside of the body tissue is irradiated with the
convergent microwaves from the electrode and the tissue in
the vicinity of the electrode is coagulated by the dielectric
heat energy that is generated in the organism.

By repeating this, operations on the body tissue, such as
hemostasis, coagulation, incision, tissue sealing, and resec-
tion, can be performed and in particular, the hemostasis/
sealing effect is great, and therefore, the microwave surgical
device of this type is very useful for operations on solid
internal organs, such as the liver, which are fragile and contain
a lot of blood.

When coagulation by each one-time microwave irradiation
is completed, normally, a tissue dissociating direct current is
supplied from the main device to the surgical electrode, with
its main conductor as a negative electrode and an external
conductor as a positive electrode, and the tissue that has stuck
to the surgical electrode is softened by the electro-osmotic
action ofthe organism based on the current and, as aresult, the
surgical electrode can be easily separated from the body
tissue.

Further, though the surface of the treatment tool of the
microwave surgical device of this type is sometimes coated
with Teflon (registered trademark), ceramic, and the like,
there is a possibility of risk that the coating material may be
broken, dislocated, etc. when it is separated.

[Patent document 1] JP 01-20619 B

[Patent document 2] JP 01-20617 B

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION

In a bipolar microwave treatment tool, when a treatment is
shifted from gripping and coagulation (hemostasis or sealing)
to its resection by using a single treatment tool that is a
multifunctional treatment tool capable of exfoliating, grip-
ping, coagulating (hemostasis or sealing) and resection the
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treated region, there may be a case of bleeding due to uncom-
pleted hemostasis, under an incorrect timing condition. Fur-
ther, the bipolar treatment tool may short-circuit electrically
at the time of resection because both the electrodes come into
contact with each other.

One objective of the present invention is to provide a device
that enables safe use of a bipolar microwave (high-frequency
wave) multifunctional treatment tool by solving these prob-
lems.

In the case of a conventional microwave surgical device of
this type, it is not possible to detect the alteration of a layer
coagulated by microwave irradiation, and therefore, a doctor
or a medical technician sets a timer for the output time of
microwave based on experience and intuition and each one-
time coagulation is completed by the irradiation of micro-
wave to body tissue for the set period of time (about 10
seconds). However, the alteration of the coagulated layer by
microwave irradiation differs depending on the shape of the
surgical electrode, the conditions of body tissue, or the like,
and therefore, it is not easy to complete coagulation at an
appropriate timing (minimum and enough) with the conven-
tional device, and there is a problem that the body tissue is
carbonated when the surgical electrode causes a small spark
discharge due to hypercoagulation, or that the tissue sticks to
the electrode.

Another objective of the present invention is to provide a
means for automatically completing the coagulation of body
tissue by microwave irradiation at an appropriate timing.

The present invention includes:

1. A microwave surgical device control method comprising
the step of detecting the completion of coagulation (hemosta-
sis or sealing) of tissue and controlling a microwave (high-
frequency wave) oscillation output by making use of the
change in the direct current electric resistance value due to the
reduction in the amount of water as the temperature rise of the
tissue at the time of heating and coagulation of the tissue in a
treated region with microwaves; and

2. A microwave surgical device comprising an output timer
that controls the output time of microwaves, a microwave
generator that produces microwaves, an output control part
that controls the output of the said microwave generator, a
coaxial cable supplied with microwaves from the said micro-
wave generator, a surgical electrode that is connected to the
tip end of the said coaxial cable and inserted into body tissue,
and which is capable of gripping the tissue to be coagulated,
a battery or constant voltage power supply, a variable resistor
combined with a direct current voltage meter relay, a direct
current microwave mixer, an oscillator control circuit that
connects the direct current voltage meter relay and a micro-
wave oscillator, and a determination processing part that
includes a circuit that connects the variable resistor and the
direct current microwave mixer, determines the completion
timing of said coagulation by the change in the direct current
electric resistance value, and notifies said microwave genera-
tor of the termination of the microwave output via said oscil-
lator control circuit and said output control part.

According to the present invention, it is possible to detect
the completion of coagulation (hemostasis or sealing) of tis-
sue and determine the completion of coagulation at an appro-
priate timing depending on the conditions etc. of the body
tissue by making use of the change in the direct current
electric resistance value due to the reduction in the amount of
water in the tissue with the advancement of the coagulation of
the body tissue by irradiation of microwave.

Then, since the output of microwave is terminated based on
this determination, it is possible to automatically complete
the coagulation of body tissue by irradiation of microwave at
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an appropriate timing (minimum and enough), to prevent
without fail the occurrence of so-called hypercoagulation and
uncompleted coagulation, and to considerably improve its
operability and functionality without an excess impairment.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is an overall view of a device of the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 2 shows the turning-on/off of microwaves by the
device of the present invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

In order to achieve the above-mentioned object, a micro-
wave surgical device of the present invention comprises an
output time setting part that sets the output time of micro-
waves, a microwave generator that outputs microwaves, an
output control part that controls the output of said microwave
generator, a coaxial cable supplied with microwaves from
said microwave generator, a surgical electrode that is con-
nected to the tip end of said coaxial cable and inserted into
body tissue, and which is capable of gripping the tissue to be
coagulated, a battery or constant voltage power supply, a
variable resistor combined with a direct current voltage meter
relay, a direct current microwave mixer, an oscillator control
circuit that connects the direct current voltage meter relay and
a microwave oscillator, and a determination processing part
that includes a circuit that connects the variable resistor and
the direct current microwave mixer, determines the comple-
tion timing of said coagulation by the change in the direct
current electric resistance value, and notifies said microwave
generator of the termination of the microwave output via said
oscillator control circuit and said output control part.

Then, the completion of coagulation (hemostasis or seal-
ing) of tissue is detected and the microwave oscillation output
of'the microwave surgical device is controlled by making use
of'the change in the direct current electric resistance value due
to the reduction in the amount of water as the temperature of
the tissue rises when the tissue in a treated region is heated and
coagulated with microwaves.

That is, the determination processing part determines the
completion of coagulation at an appropriate timing depend-
ing on the conditions etc. of the body tissue by monitoring the
direct current electric resistance value.

Then, since the output of microwaves is terminated based
on this determination, the coagulation of body tissue by irra-
diation of microwave is automatically completed at an appro-
priate timing.

In this system, there are some cases where the operating
points of the meter relay may differ depending on the differ-
ence in shape and size of the electrode to be used and the
difference in surface area of the electrode that comes into
contact with the tissue of the treated region. As countermea-
sures, it is possible to automatically set the operating point of
each electrode when a plug attached to the electrode is
inserted for each electrode.

The timing of resection of the tissue to be treated is
detected as shown in FIG. 1. Due to the passage of micro-
waves being output in an overlapping manner, the tissue of the
treated region is heated, water is evaporated and is reduced in
amount, and the electric resistance value of the tissue
changes, and as a result of which, an amount of direct current
that flows through the tissue of the treated region held
(gripped) at the tip end of the bipolar treatment tool reduces
through the direct current mixer inserted into the microwave
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4

output circuit, and therefore, the voltage changes at the *
mark of the variable resistor (VR ) that combines the battery or
constant voltage power supply and the direct current voltage
meter relay. Depending on this change, the direct current
voltage meter relay operates to emit a signal indicative of the
completion of coagulation and at the same time, the output of
the microwave oscillator is controlled via the microwave
oscillator control circuit. In this connection, it is possible to
arbitrarily set the value at which the meter relay operates by
adjusting the * mark (of the VR). When both electrodes come
into contact with each other (short circuit) at the time of the
resection of the tissue of the treated region with the bipolar
treatment tool, the electric resistance value at the R part in the
figure comes to zero. Therefore, the voltage at the * mark (of
the VR) changes and it is possible to terminate the oscillation
of microwave instantaneously, and therefore, it is possible to
continue the resection of the tissue to be treated. This system
can be used for any application such as under the direct visual
sight, through the mirrored view, through an endoscope, or
through a catheter.

An embodiment of the present invention will be explained
with reference to FIG. 1. FIG. 1 shows an overall configura-
tion, in which a coaxial cable is connected to a microwave
oscillator by a connector in such a manner that the coaxial
cable can be connected and disconnected to the tip end of the
coaxial cable, a bipolar surgical electrode is replaceably con-
nected by a connector. Then, it is possible for the surgical
electrode to grip body tissue at its tip end. To the coaxial
cable, a direct current is connected from a battery or constant
voltage power supply through a microwave/direct current
mixer and then is connected to a variable resistor for adjusting
the operation of a meter relay, a direct current voltage meter
relay, and a microwave oscillator control circuit.

FIG. 2 shows the turning on/off of microwaves in accor-
dance with the device of the present invention. The experi-
ment uses a ham (6 mm thick) of an edible pig and is con-
ducted while the ham is gripped at the tip end of the surgical
electrode at room temperature by using microwaves of 2,450
MHz (60 W). In a state where microwaves are not applied, the
resistance value of the specimen is 6 to 8 K€. The direct
current voltage is turned on (at first, 0.1 V), the microwave is
turned on at about 0.6 'V, then the specimen is irradiated with
microwaves for about 20 seconds, and when the voltage reads
about 0.7 V, it is determined that the coagulation of tissue is
completed, and the microwave is turned oft. Then, at a voltage
of'about 0.8 V, the direct current voltage is also turned off.

In addition, in the present invention, microwaves of 900 to
6,000 MHz can be made use of in an equivalent manner.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

The treatment tool of the present invention can be expected
to be very useful in the medical field because the coagulation
by irradiation of microwave is completed at an appropriate
completion timing, the occurrence of the hypercoagulation or
the uncompleted coagulation can be prevented without fail,
the uniform processing without depending on experience of
an operator becomes possible, and its operability and func-
tionality are improved remarkably.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method for controlling a microwave surgical device
having an oscillator, a coaxial cable supplied with a micro-
wave energy from said oscillator, a first surgical electrode and
a second surgical electrode pivotally connected that are con-
nected to said coaxial cable to apply a microwave energy to
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tissue, a battery or constant voltage power supply, and a
microwave/direct current mixer connected to said coaxial
cable comprising:
contacting a tissue to be coagulated by the first surgical
electrode and the second surgical electrode; 5
irradiating the tissue with microwave energy by the first
surgical electrode and the second surgical electrode;
supplying a direct current voltage to the tissue so as to
provide a direct current electric resistance value in the
tissue by the first surgical electrode and the second sur- 10
gical electrode; and
detecting completion of the coagulation of the tissue by
detecting a change in the direct current electric resis-
tance value in the tissue due to reduction in an amount of
water in the tissue as temperature in the tissue rises from 15
irradiating the tissue with the microwave energy, and
wherein the direct current voltage is supplied from the battery
or constant voltage power supply through the microwave/
direct current mixer, and the microwave energy is supplied
from the oscillator. 20
2. The method according to claim 1, wherein the coagula-
tion results in hemostasis.
3. The method according to claim 1, wherein the coagula-
tion results in sealing of tissue.
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